
Meet Rei Yamamoto, EDC's incredibly talented Assistant 
Art Director in this Q&A with Jeremy Railton. 
JEREMY: Rei, you are so talented in so many ar-
eas and it's fun working with you in the company. 
So in case people don’t recognize your name I 
know you are Japanese and born in Tokyo. You 
have a wonderful sense of humor and you have 
created some really funny cartoon images of us 
for cards and invitations. You seem to have a 
unique perspective towards your designs. All of 
us are always surprised and very pleased when 
you apply your original attitude to a concept.

What is it in your childhood that set you on 
the seemingly independent, self sufficient, and 
fearless path that you are on?

REI: I like to think that my childhood had a big 
impact on my current path, whether it be from 
who I am as a person to what I want to do with 
my life. When I was a toddler, I always carried 
around a stuffed animal and was often mistaken 
for a girl. My favorite colors were red and pink, so 
all of my pants and shoes were in those colors. 
Even my kindergarten teachers mistook me for 
a little girl until I graduated. I loved making toys 
and crafts out of paper. I also liked sewing and 
making clothes. 

JEREMY: How did your family deal with you in 
crazy colors and costumes?

REI: Well my father is actually a dress maker and 
created the original Power Ranger outfits for 7 
years, so he just laughed and told me to always 
be myself. Growing up, I spent a lot of time with 
him in his workshop and he taught me a lot. He 
taught me how to sew, knit, work on tiny projects 
that required time and patience, and how to create 
things with only the basic materials. Learning how 
to do all of this actually encouraged me to not buy 
new toys, but to make them myself.  

JEREMY: That is awesome! so I assume you 
were immediately drawn to the arts in school.

REI: Definitely. My favorite subjects were art and 
music. I was never very good at math or anything 
that required me to use my brain too much. I also 
enjoyed playing the trumpet in the school band. 
I played the trumpet and piano for a total of 10 
years. 

JEREMY: What did you want to to be as a child?

REI: When I was really young I wanted to be a 
veterinarian but I realized I couldn’t handle it when 
my dog passed away. After that I fell in love with 
theater and knew I wanted to be in that industry 
when I grew up. I liked the idea of the “backstage 



REI: Thank you so much, Jeremy. I actually do 
have some secret talents. For the past few years 
I've been taking aerial hoop, and trapeze classes 
at a circus school. I also studied ballet, theatrical 
and jazz dance for seven years. I figured the best 
way to create a show is to understand a little bit 
about the performances. 

JEREMY: That’s interesting that you studied 
Trapeze, me too, while I was at art school and 
actually performed in a trapeze troup for a summer 
in a Circus in South Africa. I lost my nerve after 
seeing so many accidents.

How did you start your design career?

REI: After attending Los Angeles City College for 
scenic design, I worked as a Scenic Designer and 
Scenic Artist for several shows and movie sets. 
I've also been working as a Scenic Designer, 
Scenic Artist and Carpenter in my free time for 
several theaters in Los Angeles. I love working with 
theater, and was delighted to work on Miravel 
scenic design with Alex and Francesca in 2015.

I love creating scenic designs and scenic painting 
because it allows me to use all of the skills 
I learned as a kid. I have to create small scale 
models of buildings and people, as well as paint 
things of all shapes and sizes. I also get to use 
skills that my dad taught me while dress making, 
like using a sewing machine to make curtains 
and set pieces. Hopefully by using these skills, 
it will help me in the future to create even larger 
scale designs. 

JEREMY: How did you find EDC?

REI: I actually reached out to EDC two years before 
I began working there, right as the company was 
in the process of changing offices. I found several 
of the shows EDC had created on the internet 
and began researching the company. Finally I 
got the chance to work with this great team and 
have assisted on countless projects. I knew that 
EDC was a company  where I could pursue my 
dreams. I never expected to be here with everyone 

area.” It sounded so special and secret. Ever 
since I was a child I loved Disney and Disneyland, 
especially the parades and entertainment at the 
parks (stage shows, etc). As a little kid, I wanted 
to watch the shows everyday, so I figured that 
if I became the show creator, I would be able 
to watch and surround myself with the shows 
everyday. 

JEREMY: Did you go to college? If so, did you 
study Themed Entertainment Design? 

REI: I went to Nihon University College of Arts 
and majored in Theater. I knew I wanted to study 
themed entertainment, but there wasn’t any 
type of degree for that. I knew that even though 
I couldn’t get a degree in Themed Entertainment 
Design, I wanted to learn as much as possible 
whenever I had time. Lucky for me, I was able 
to work part time at Tokyo Disneyland, where I 
learned a lot about the theme park industry.

JEREMY: When did you decide to come to 
America?

REI: I knew I wanted to come to America when 
I was a teenager. Because of how difficult it is 
to work in the entertainment industry and get 
experience in Japan, I knew the only way to 
learn, grow, and get my foot in the door was 
to come to America. Even though my English 
wasn’t very good and I didn’t know anyone 
in the US, my passion outweighed my fears. 

After I graduated from Nihon University I knew it 
was my time to go to America. I got everything 
ready and came to the US in 2012, where I studied 
at a language school in San Francisco. After 
studying there for about 9 months, I transferred 
to Los Angeles City College Theater Academy. 

JEREMY: You bring so much to EDC and it is 
especially nice that we can now pursue Japanese 
projects without a language barrier. 

What other secret talents do you have? 



REI: I’m looking forward to doing some big 
projects with EDC in Japan. The entertainment 
industry is booming and there are a lot of amazing 
potential places where we can work. 

By doing projects in Japan, where my family and 
friends are, I’ll be able to show my loved ones 
who supported me over the years how far I’ve 
come and thank them for all their help. 

JEREMY: Thanks, Rei, for your talent humor and 
kindness. I can see all of your dreams coming 
true, just remember EDC on your way up! 

at EDC working on the projects we have. To think 
that I left Japan only a few years ago, unable to 
speak English, and now I'm working at one of 
the top entertainment design companies in the 
world! It's like a dream.

JEREMY: Wow. So the lesson for others is to 
never give up. 

What’s your favorite part about your work?

REI: Working on different projects and making 
renderings. There are days when I’m handed 
hand-drawn sketches and told to make a 3D 
model and renderings. Being able to use my 
imagination and create these renderings is a lot 
of work but extremely satisfying. When I see the 
final project and compare it to the original rough 
drafts, I feel a great deal of accomplishment. 

JEREMY: What are you looking forward to in the 
future? 


